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Our friend Jake Keller passed away on January 27, 2012 after heart surgery on the
26th. Jake, 74, was Vice President of the Upper Deschutes River Coalition. Jake was
active in the Coalition since its founding in 2004 and played a key role in the formation
of the Coalition. He led the Coalition’s efforts in wildfire fuel reduction and was our key
interface with the State of Oregon Department of Forestry, Deschutes County Forester
and Project Wildfire.
Jake was instrumental in building relationships with the Coalition’s twenty-six
neighborhoods and worked tirelessly with the neighborhoods on reducing the threat of
wildfires and improving the quality of their natural environments.
During the past several months the Leadership Team of Jake, John Moore, Kelle
Jones, Jerry Hubbard and Carl Jansen have worked hard to draft a results oriented
2011 annual operations report for release in the near future. Jake was instrumental in
drafting a detailed summary of volunteer hours by our 26 UDRC neighborhoods. Over
11,000 hours of volunteer services were donated in 2011. Jake was a major
contributor of volunteer hours.
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Jake and Jim Larson also completed a wildfire threat assessment for most of our
neighborhoods. This included a detailed neighborhood assessment table and detailed
wildfire threat maps for each neighborhood.
Another major contribution was Jake’s input in refining our draft 2012 operations plan
which will be released in March. We plan to use $69,000 in unused Deschutes County
grant funds to expand ladder fuels treatment on vacant lots and remove the fuels from
our community roads generated by neighbors through our sweat equity program.
Jake’s wife Ricky Keller has provided support to the Coalition through her catering
company and her baked goodies at our monthly meetings were always appreciated.
Jake’s daughter, Sarol Keller, helped the Coalition in creating a database and in fund
raising and was an active supporter of her Dad and the Coalition.
We all should be thankful in knowing and working with Jake over the past eight years.
Jake was a wonderful friend and dedicated volunteer who made South Deschutes
County more livable for everyone.
Carl Jansen, President
541/593-2777
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Saturday, February 4th,
11:30 Am
Holy Trinity Catholic Church
Sunriver, Oregon

Haner Park

Directions: from US 97, turn on Cottonwood Junction onto Cottonwood
Road, go west over railroad bridge, continue to the church on the left next
to Mavericks.

Lazy River West
Huntington
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Ricky and Sarol Keller desire is to have donation, in lieu of flowers. (Jake
would want this too) contributed directly to the Upper Deschutes River
Coalition, care of the Jake Keller Memorial Fund.
Please make checks to the UDRC c/o Jake Keller Memorial Fund.
Send to:
UDRC
PO Box 3042, Sunriver, OR 97707
Also, PayPal is available at www.udrc.org
Home page use the „donate now” button.
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Ray Checci and Jake at River Meadows bank restoration

Leadership
Carl Jansen

Jake, Dean Drabin, Jim Larsen, Ken Lane, Ray Checci installing an Upper
Deschutes Wild and Scenic River sign near the Wildriver neighborhood.
I was sad to learn that Jake passed away. He directed the fuels reduction projects for the
Coalition with energy and enthusiasm. I enjoyed working with him on the hazard
mapping project and we all shared the feeling of accomplishment on completing the
project. Jim Larsen

Kelle Jones, UDRC Secretary and Jake at the 2011 Annual Appreciation event.
I'm so sad; I can't get the words out to express myself.
Kelle

Tom Walker, USFS and Jake at the Upper Deschutes River bank fish habitat
restoration project.

Jake and his Care and Share friends splitting wood for the needy.

Jake, Carl Jansen, Phil Cruz and Jim Larsen at award presentation to Phil, the
Bend Fort Rock District Ranger for outstanding services to suppress wildfire
threats west of the UDRC neighborhood boundaries.

Jake‟s Friends:
What a very sad day for all of us working within the UDRC over the years.
Jake was a wonderful giving person ready to help our community to improve.
Carl Jansen

I am sorry to hear about Jake's passing. In my limited interaction with Jake I always
found him to be very passionate, dedicated, professional ...and fun! He will be missed.
Kevin Tanski
I am so sorry for the loss of your friend. I liked Jake very much and thought that he
was truly one of the good guys.
Jeff Wieland

Jerry Hubbard and Sarol Keller at REI nonprofit event in 2010.
One of Jake’s favorite endings to his e mails when he was stating his opinion was
“that’s my position and I am sticking to it”. Jake “stuck” with the Coalition over eight
years and made a significant contribution to creating a safer wildfire free environment.
Jerry Hubbard

Katie Lighthall and Joe “Tri Tip” Stutler
"Jake Keller was simply a gentleman's gentleman. He has been a leader in Community Fire
Efforts not only in the Coalition area but assisted us with Greater La Pine, East West, Greater
Bend to name a few. Jake was our go-to-guy when we had new neighborhoods who wanted
to speak with someone who had tried this SB-360 standards defensible space out for their
neighborhood.
He hardly missed a Project Wildfire meeting, helped, lead and facilitated "sweat equity"
projects in neighborhoods and he dearly loved his neighborhood and the people who lived
there. Jake accompanied us to conferences, was a part of our Project Wildfire video and his
vision of partnerships, collaboration and working together are rare to find, it must be in your
DNA and part of your core values."
We have lost a friend, champion and this world was a lot better place when Jake was with us.
Let us not let his good work go unnoticed, let his legacy be we all follow his lead, accept his
values and keep moving forward. This is tough, we've lost our friend, the bespectacled
gentleman who was always looking for a better way to help his community, and our
communities...rest easy my friend...
Joe Stutler, Deschutes County Forester

Story behind this funny photo: Jake showed up for an interview for the Project Wildfire
documentary and we plopped him in front of a green screen. He disappears for a minute and
comes back in this get up! We all had a great laugh! Jake had such a sense of humor.
Kate Lighthall
Program Director
Project Wildfire

I am shocked and saddened by the news of Jake's passing. His commitment to stewardship of
our natural resources and his efforts to strengthen our working together relationships serve as
an example to us all.
Shane Jeffries
Acting Deputy Forest Supervisor
Deschutes National Forest

Oh no, I am so sorry to hear this. What a sad day.
Tod Heisler
Executive Director
Deschutes River Conservancy
I am saddened to learn of Jake’s passing. Please express my condolences to his
family.
Peter Gutowsky, AICP
Principal Planner
Deschutes County Community Development Department

What a great loss as a friend and to the Coalition.
He will be missed.
Karen Tulare

Jake was a fine fellow - so full of energy and enthusiasm, and such a wonderful friend
to the river. He will be missed.
Mollie Chaudet, US Forest Service
I'm very saddened to hear the news. I so enjoyed working with and knowing Jake.
My deepest condolences to Jakes Family. Mick Mc Micken
We have lost a great man and good friend in Jake Keller. He was a driving force in
bringing the UDRC from the shadows to the glowing sun. He was man of words and
ACTION. He was a caring man full to the brim with compassion to help those in need.
He was always direct and to the point while also being FUN. Jake was a man who
cared deeply about taking care of our natural resources and
environment. He consistently delivered a message “I care about our country and our
world." Most importantly though, he was a loving and dedicated husband and father.
Jake's enduring spirit will NEVER be forgotten and will live forever as we continue his
legacy to make our world a better place.
Jake, rest in peace knowing you DID and continue to make a difference.
Your Friend,
Monte Dammarell

Jake Keller August 1st, 1938 – January 27, 2012

“To laugh often and much; to win the respect of intelligent people and the
affection of children; to earn the appreciation of honest critics and to endure the
betrayal of false friends. To appreciate beauty; to find the best in others; to
leave the world a bit better whether by a healthy child, a garden patch, or a
redeemed social condition; to know that even one life has breathed easier
because you have lived. This is to have succeeded.”
― Ralph Waldo Emerson

